DECEMBER 2018
THE PASTOR’S CORNER
BALANCE
Recently I have found myself feeling like a trapeze artist 100 feet in the air, trying not to look
down as I walk across this tight rope called “life”. Have you ever felt this way? As we travel
through this Holiday Season, I believe it is important to remember to maintain balance in our

lives. Marriage, kids, work, holidays, and in-laws are hard enough to balance without throwing
in a relationship with God, not to mention finding time to serve the church.
Maybe we feel this way because we have our lives out of balance and we need to reorient ourselves. I mean, we cannot expect to keep balance on the tight rope when there is so much
going on around us, right? What if I told you there is a way to keep your balance and have no
fear of falling off? God has given us simple ways to keep our lives balanced, all it takes is intentionality.
Galatians 5:25 says, “If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.“ You see, when you
are trying to walk on a tight rope you need a counter weight, something that can correct you
when your body shifts in the wrong direction. On a tight rope, you use a long pole to help cor-

rect your body, whereas in life, we use the Holy Spirit. If you want to maintain balance in your
life, you must stay in communion with the Holy Spirit. At the end of Ephesians 6, Paul tells us
to pray in the Spirit in all things. The Holy Spirit is a gift from God that we should not take for
granted.
Hebrews 12:2 says, “Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished the race we are
in.” Study how He did it. Because He never lost sight of where He was headed – that exhilarating finish in and with God – He could put up with anything along the way: cross, shame, whatever. And now He’s there, in the place of honor, right alongside God. We also need a focal
point when walking across a tight rope. If we get distracted, we may fall before reaching the
other side. Our focal point in life, given to us by the Father, is Jesus. If we keep our eyes upon

Him, it is a lot easier to keep our balance in this life.
Finally, we need a safety net, just in case we do fall. Proverbs 27:17 says, “As Iron sharpens
iron, so does one man sharpen another.” As Christians, our safety net is other believers. We
may be able to make it across the tight rope by ourselves, but it is comforting to know we have
people who will catch us if we fall.
Three things you need keep balance during this season is, first, commune with the Holy Spirit
in prayer and in reading the Word of God. Second, seek Jesus as your life’s focal point. Finally,
get plugged into a small group. Let other believers encourage you and pick you up along the
way. God wants you to live life on Earth abundantly with and through Him. Do not take for
granted this beautiful relationship our Heavenly Father longs to have with you.
Peace and Blessing, Phillip McGuire
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